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Abstract

Where is the information about a place actually written? These field
notes separate observation, recording and later interpretation, and
argue that record-first is a method rather than a delay.
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1 Introduction

A landscape is not a document, but it is readable. The reading
depends on knowing which features are stable over a season
and which change with the weather, and that distinction cannot
be made from a photograph.

These notes describe an order for field observation: record
the physical facts first, the working hypothesis second, and
the interpretation only after both are written. The order is the
method.

The location is left as a slot. What is offered here is the
shape of a field notebook, not the contents of one particular
site.

2 What a landscape shows

Three kinds of evidence are usually available at once: the
form of the ground, the cover on it, and the use it is put to.
Separating them is what keeps a description from sliding into
an explanation.

* Form: slope, drainage lines, and where the surface has
been cut or filled.

* Cover: vegetation structure and the boundaries between
patches.

 Use: paths, fences, and the traces of maintenance or aban-
donment.

The third list item is often the most informative and the
least recorded, because use is easier to photograph than to
describe.

3 Recording without a hypothesis

Field notes written to confirm an idea are a poor archive. The
table separates the observation from the use it will later have,

Observation Unit Later use
slope degrees drainage model
patch boundary metres  land-cover history
path wear category use intensity

Table 1: Observations, units and their later use. Layout demon-
stration only.

so that a note taken without a question can still be useful to a
question asked later.

The middle column is the discipline: an observation without
a unit is a memory rather than a record.

4 Reading the record later

A field record is read years later, usually by someone who was
not there. That reader needs the date, the weather, and the in-
strument, because the first question about any old observation
is what conditions it was made in.

A finished article would add maps, repeat visits, and the
disagreement between two observers of the same transect.
The specimen keeps the form and leaves the site unnamed.
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